
They need specialised care, research and  medicines designed for them

WHAT IS PAEDIATRIC CANCER?
UNLIKE ADULT
CANCERS...
Often caused by
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Obesity

NOT caused by lifestyle.
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MOST COMMON CHILDHOOD AND
ADOLESCENT  CANCERS (0-19 YEARS)
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Source: IARC ACCIS; International Classification of Childhood Cancer (ICCC-3)

CHILDHOOD CANCER IS
RARE

BUT COLLECTIVELY IT
REMAINS THE LEADING

DISEASE-RELATED CAUSE OF
DEATH BEYOND INFANCY IN

EUROPE

 

Childhood Cancer
Every child deserves the same chance to survive, no
matter where they live

 

THE BIG NUMBERS
Across Europe every year

35,000
children and

adolescents are
diagnosed with

cancer

over 

6,000
die every year

80%
survive in high-

income European
countries

Survival differs
significanly

between European
countries and
cancer types

Source: European Society for Paediatric Oncology (SIOPE)

THE CHILDHOOD
CANCER JOURNEY

Symptoms

Diagnosis

Intensive
treatment

Years of
follow-up

Long-term
survivorship

Late effects

This is often a long and
difficult road that can

last for years

CHILDREN ARE NOT SMALL ADULTS

 Persistent
fever

Bruising or
bleeding

Headaches (especially
with vomiting)

Lumps or
swelling

Fatigue

Bone or joint
pain

RECOGNISING THE SIGNS Common symptoms can be
easy to miss

The challenge: 
Symptoms often resemble common childhood illnesses

Earlier diagnosis improves outcomes

https://accis.iarc.who.int/output/results/summary-tables/summaryincidencetables.pdf
https://siope.eu/about-siope/mission-and-vision/
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For more details,
scan the QR code:

Approximately ⅔ of survivors develop at least one chronic health
condition related to their treatment during adulthood

CHILDHOOD CANCER CHANGES AN ENTIRE LIFE
NOT ONLY A DIAGNOSIS

WHAT TREATMENT MAY LOOK LIKE

Diagnosis Biopsy Genetic 
testing Chemotherapy

Surgery Radiotherapy Immunotherapy*
(selected cancers)

Rehabilitation Long-term 
follow-up

*Not suitable for all cancers

THE CHILD EXPERIENCE
Cancer affects every part of a child’s life, and their family

SURVIVORSHIP: CURE IS NOT THE END

Possible late effects

Lifelong follow-up and support are essential
Sources: Oeffinger et al., NEJM 2006 and IGHG Late Effects of Childhood Cancer Guidelines
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from friends and
normal activities
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EUROPE CAN ENSURE EVERY CHILD HAS ACCESS TO:

Specialist
multidisciplinary

care
Cross-border

expertise
Survivorship
programmes

BECAUSE WHERE
A CHILD LIVES
SHOULD NEVER
DETERMINE WHETHER
THEY SURVIVE
CANCER.

WHERE EUROPE STANDS TODAY
Siginificant inequalities remain

Comprehensive
paediatric
oncology
ecosystem

Established
services with
important gaps

Greater investment
needed to ensure
equitable access

Key
Challenges

Unequal access
to specialised
centres

Medicine
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delayed access

Limited access
to clinical trials

Cross-border
inequalities
Need for
structured
survivorship
care

Note: This map is an editorial synthesis of published OCEAN indicators and is intended to illustrate differences in paediatric oncology
capacity in Europe. It is not an official ranking by SIOPE or the OCEAN Project. Sources: OECD & European Commission (2025)
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